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BELGIUM 
 
 
Supervisory report regarding public procurement - European Commission 
The “supervisory report regarding public procurement and concessions: Belgium – 2018” was 
delivered to the European Commission in April 2018. Chapter 5 of this report describes the current 
status of the national strategy for environment friendly, social and innovative purchasing. 
 
Collaboration Belgium - Netherlands and Belgium - France 
A consultation between Belgian experts for sustainable public procurement and French experts for 
sustainable public procurement took place on 25 April 2016. This was a first exploratory meeting 
about collaboration with buyers, internal organisation, objectives and legislation and social aspects. 
A meeting between Belgian / Flemish experts and Dutch experts for sustainable public procurement 
took place on 24 April 2016 with the aim of organising a potential Belgian - Dutch master class for 
sustainable textiles in the autumn of 2018. 
 
Evaluation of the federal policy 
The strategic and operational context for the sustainability of federal public procurement is clarified in 
the circular of 16 May 2014. The federal Interdepartmental Commission for Sustainable Development 
evaluated the implementation of the policy at the end of 2017, 3 years after its entry into force. 12 
federal ministries participated in the investigation. The evaluation describes ways to improve the 
future policy of sustainable procurement that can be integrated in the renewed purchasing structure of 
the federal government. 
 
Technical specifications, labels and criteria 
The Federal Institute for Sustainable Development (FISD) will start in the autumn with the 
development of market information about the best available technologies, brands, ISO and other 
standards for a number of new product groups for which criteria have currently been drafted in 
Belgium. In order to stay in line with current purchasing practices as much as possible, the FISD will 
work with the Procurement Service Centre of the federal government. This is where the requirements 
of all federal services are currently identified with the aim of placing framework contracts in the 
market and organising central purchasing. The FISD will use the list of these requirements to establish 
the priorities regarding sustainable procurement and to use this priority list to collect market 
information about sustainable products and services. 
 
Monitoring via E-procurement 
Since 2 February 2018, the data fields mentioned below have been recorded in National Official 
Journal for Purchasers. Purchasers can indicate if the following data fields were taken into 
consideration in their assignment: 
Environmental considerations  
 - reduction of energy consumption, greenhouse gases (mostly CO2) and/or air pollution - reduction of 
the usage and the pollution of water - reduction of waste, recycling, reuse of materials - reduction of 
toxic materials (pesticides, damaging chemical substances, heavy metals) - protection and maintenance 
of nature and biodiversity. 
 Social considerations  
 - non-discrimination: equal opportunities for men and women, cultural diversity, etc. - access for all 
people including people with disabilities - hiring/ training people from minority groups 
 Ethical considerations  
 - respect for ILO conventions (in Belgium, rest of the world) - sustainable/ fair trade - taking into 
consideration acceptable compensation and labour conditions      
Innovation considerations 
At the moment there is no obligation (regulation) for buyers to fill in the data. The data will be 
validated on the content in the coming months.  
 
Investigation Radboud University Nijmegen (2017) 
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The results of the investigation of the Rabhoud University (Nijmegen) about sustainable purchasing in 
Belgium commissioned by the Federal Institute for Sustainable Development (FISD) were published 
In October 2017. This Big Data research considered 144,749 Belgian announcements and 28,452 files 
(offers, technical specifications, measurement statements, layout plans etc.). These documents were 
published online by many Belgian contracting authorities (via E-notification) in the period of 2011-
2016. 
 
The table below shows the evolution of the focus on sustainable purchases in Belgium over the past 5 
years. In this context, sustainability is understood through the subcategories of environment (E), 
circular economy (C), social purchasing (S), ethical trading (E), local and SME (S), innovation (I) and 
sustainable labels (K). 
 

 
 
Table 1: Analysis sustainable purchasing in % per year (n= 28.449) EF = Environmentally Friendly; 
CE = Circular Economy; S= Social; E = Ethical trade; L = Local/SME; I= Innovation; SL = 
Sustainable label; Files = Number of public procurement contracts. 
The full analysis and the complete report is available in English on 
https://gidsvoorduurzameaankopen.be/nl/studies-en-projecten/monitoring-2017  
The project must be considered a pilot project to view sustainable purchasing based on a Big Data 
investigation. Additional investigations (see examples above) must provide further insight about the 
situation in Belgium. 
 
Investigation for the introduction of a CO2 performance scale in BE 
The CO2 performance scale is an instrument that helps companies reduce their CO2 footprint. It was 
developed by the Dutch ProRail and is now managed by the Stichting Klimaatvriendelijk Aanbesteden 
& Ondernemen (Independent Foundation for Climate Friendly Procurement and Business). A 
company can become certified for a certain CO2 level of ambition, from 1 to 5. The higher on the 
scale, the more ambitious the objectives regarding energy savings, sustainable energy and the efficient 
use of materials. If the Performance Scale is included in a quote, the certified bidders receive an award 
advantage in the form of a fictitious discount on their subscription price. This can go up to 10% for an 
ambition level of 5. 
The CO2 performance scale was developed in the Netherlands and proved its benefit and success 
there. The scale has allowed an extra 1.5% in CO2 reductions to be generated per year within 
companies that have implemented the scale. 
The Belgian Contractor Association (ADEB-VBA) has also asked for the introduction of the 
Performance Scale in Belgium. This is currently being investigated with a large group of stakeholders 
and representatives of different government levels. 
 
A full overview of sustainable purchasing in Belgium: 
A full current status of sustainable purchasing in Belgium can be found in the supervisory report 
regarding public procurement and concessions: Belgium – 2018 
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http://www.publicprocurement.be/nl/nieuws/toezichtrapport-2018 (Dutch) or 
http://www.publicprocurement.be/fr/nouvelles/rapport-de-controle-2018 (French). 

CROATIA 
In general 

During the last few months, a major effort was on the preparation of the Implementation report of I 
NAP GPP. Implementation report will be submitted to the Croatian Government for adoption. The 
report showed that nine out of seventeen activities are successfully implemented, five partially, two 
activities have not been completed, while one activity is still ongoing. Implementation report pointed 
to the obstacles in the implementation of GPP in Croatia and gave the main guidelines for the new II 
NAP GPP for the period from 2018 to 2020. 

A new national GPP Committee is established and members are now participating in the development 
of the new II NAP GPP. 

A national GPP web site is now active (www.zelenanabava.hr). 

The national visual identity for GPP is developed. 

 

Planned activities 

In the next few months, II NAP GPP will be submitted to the Croatian government for adoption. II 
NAP GPP will include all common EU GPP criteria as well as national GPP criteria for wood products 
and furniture and it will have a number of new activities and measures that will help increase the level 
of GPP implementation in Croatia. 

Several new project tasks have started (maintaining and supplementing the GPP web site, maintenance 
of a GPP webinar, creation of the platform for GPP e-learning, training events for procurers and 
trainers in the field of public procurement) 

In the upcoming period plan is to use the European Commission support through EIR peer to peer and 
through LIFE Integrated Projects. 

 

CYPRUS 

General 

Cyprus within the framework of its obligations to the European Union, has prepared its own National 
Action Plan for promotion of Green Public Procurement. The first Action Plan was approved by the 
Cabinet of Ministers in March 2007 and the second plan in January 2012.  

The implementation of the national Green Public Procurement Action Plan is mandatory for all State 
Authorities (Public Sector Contracting Authorities), Public Law Principles (Public Law Organizations) 
and Local Authorities, since it has been approved by the Cabinet of Ministers. 

Cyprus National Action Plan (NAP) includes strategic targets and actions that aim to change the 
consumer model by adopting policies for sustainable production and consumption. The Department of 
Environment included the GPP Toolkit criteria in GPP National Action Plan in 2012. 

http://www.moa.gov.cy/moa/environment/environmentnew.nsf 
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The goal for each product category is separately stated in Annex A, of the GPP NAP. With certain 
exceptions, generally the target of 50% of the COM (2008) has been adopted for Cyprus GPP NAP. 

The National GPP Action Plan is directly linked to the National Action Plan for Renewable Energy 
2010-2020 of the Ministry of Energy, Commerce, Industry and Tourism. 

The revision of the GPP NAP has started. 

The Department of Environment cooperated with the Treasury of the Republic of Cyprus which is 
responsible for the framework agreement of the public procurements in Cyprus and e-procurement 
platform. Alongside this cooperation, Cyprus has succeeded to include green specifications in several 
product categories (paper, bags, paints, cleaning products etc), including ecolabeled products and also 
included Emas and ISO 14001, in award criteria in specific categories.  

In particular, in 2017, the Treasury of the Republic of Cyprus won one of the CY GPP Awards 2017, 
in category Copying /Graphic Paper, because has procured and assign Ecolabeled paper for the whole 
government in Cyprus in percentage of 70%. In 2018 assign the procurement to ecolabeled copying 
and graphic paper in percentage of 100%. 

Monitoring 

- Review of achievements, every 4 years, for each category by the relevant questionnaires or letters 
sent by the Department of Environment. 

- All authorities have assigned a contact person - "Internal Coordinator" for GPP and notified the name 
to the Department of Environment.  

- Cyprus market products list features an Eco-label list of products as well as a list of products which 
are considered more environmentally than others uses for the same purposes. 

Projects for GPP 

The Department of Environment (DoE) supports and/or participates in the following projects 

- GRASP-MED (Green procurement And Smart city support in the energy sector) 
http://www.grasp-med.eu/ 
GRASP is a Med Programme Project’s and its aim is to increase the potential of MED Smart 
cities in organizing and developing Smart and Green e-Procurement processes with focus on 
renewable energy sources and energy efficient solutions. The project finished in June 2015. 
 

- GreenS (Horizon 2020) Green Public Procurement Supporters for innovative and 
sustainable institutional change. http://greensproject.eu/en/ 
GreenS project is designed to focus the attention of public authorities to Green Public 
Procurement (GPP), Life Cycle Cost of the products and Life Cycle Procurement analysis as 
part of their means to achieving the ambitious goals for exceeding the EU 20% CO2 reduction 
by 2020. Another aim of the project is to overcome the barriers and obstacles to 
implementation of GPP by the establishment of Green Public Procurement Supporters 
(G.PP.S) units within the partner energy agencies. 
 
In May 2016 a training workshop and a roundtable with stakeholders was held in Cyprus. The 
main objective of the workshop was to present to the local stakeholders the EU policies and 
Strategies on GPP, the circular economy and circular procurement as well as an introduction 
of key criteria for the GPP categories vehicles and office equipment. The presentations were 
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provided by the invited experts of the International ICLEI- Local Governments for 
Sustainability Agency.  
 
More training seminars was held in 2017 and 2018, in all Cyprus cities, focusing on GPP 
policy, circular economy and public procurements as well as in four GPP categories, 
introducing the criteria of inside/outside lighting, vehicles, office equipment,  heating and 
cooling.  
 

- GRASPINO-MED (Transnational model, strategies and decision support for innovative 
clusters and business networks towards green growth, focusing on green e-procurement 
in EE/RES for energy refurbishment of public buildings) 

 
GRASPINNO focuses on eco-innovation and, in particular, green energy for energy 
refurbishment of public buildings. It aims to strengthen innovation capacities of both demand 
and supply sides of public and private actors, towards the realization of new 
models/strategies/tools for enhanced transnational cooperation, improved networking, 
enhanced capacity building and novel ways for access funding in emerging economic sectors 
such as Green Growth. 
 

CY GPP AWARDS 

2014 
In September 2014, the 1st Cy GPP Awards ceremony was held in Nicosia by the Minister of 
Agriculture, Rural Development and Environment. CY GPP Awards initially are targeted towards 
contracting authorities and entities including the State Authorities-Public Sector, public bodies and 
local authorities. 
Categories: 

•  Office IT equipment and household electric appliances  
•  Lighting  
•  Passenger Vehicles  
•  Air Conditioners  
•  Building Construction 

10 awards were given totally, 3 for GPP policy and 7 for the 5 categories. 
 

2015 
In December 2015, the 2nd CY GPP Awards ceremony was held in Nicosia, alongside with EU 
Ecolabel and EU Eco-Management and Audit Scheme (EMAS). 
A total of 15 awards were given. 4 for GPP policies; 7 for the 5 market categories, 2 distinctions for 
general policies and 2 distinctions for the vehicles. 

 
GPP Awards have been included in the annual program of the Ministry of Agriculture, Rural 
Development and Environment and in the future it will be extended to more categories included in the 
GPP National Action Plan. 

 
2016 
The Minister of Agriculture, Rural Development and Environment, Mr. Nicos Kouyialis, participated 
in the celebrations of the Green Public Procurement Awards, held in Cyprus for 3rd consecutive year 
on Thursday, 13th of October, 2016. The Minister awarded also EU Ecolabel to twenty products of 
the category “Indoor and Outdoor Paints and Varnishes”.   

 
The ceremony and the awards were organized by the Department of Environment, of the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Rural Development and Environment, in cooperation with the Cyprus Energy Agency, 
and the La Fondazione Ecosistemi of Italy which organized the Forum CompraVerde – Buy Green. 
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A total of 20 awards were given. Four of these were for the implementation of general GPP policy, ten 
was given for the five market categories, five as a distinction, four for general policy and one for the 
Vehicle category. 
http://www.moa.gov.cy/moa/environment/environmentnew.nsf/All/56BF5191B7A31FCBC225804C0
033FE3C?OpenDocument 
 
2017 
The Minister of Agriculture, Rural Development and Environment, Mr. Nicos Kouyialis, participated 
in the celebrations of the Green Public Procurement Awards, held in Cyprus for the 4th consecutive 
year on Friday, 15th of December, 2017. The Minister awarded also the EU Ecolabel to new 
products of two companies in the category “Indoor and Outdoor Paints and Varnishes” and 8 
organizations with the certification of the EU Eco-Management and Audit Scheme (EMAS).  
  
Along with these awards, awards were given to the best proposals of Environmental Action «EU 
Ecolabel through students», that took place for the first time in all primary and secondary schools in 
the framework of the 25th EU Ecolabel in Europe. The organization of the environmental action «EU 
Ecolabel through students», was carried out by the Department of the Environment in collaboration 
with the Pedagogical Institute. 
 
The award ceremony was attended also by the Minister of Education and Culture, as well as the 
Governor of the Central Bank of Cyprus. The ceremony was organized by the Department of 
Environment, in cooperation with the Cyprus Energy Agency. 
 
The Green Public Procurement Awards of Cyprus, “CY GPP Awards”, is an initiative that started in 
2014 and appears to have a strong response from Contracting Authorities and Contracting Entities 
(State Authorities - Public Sector), Public Law Organizations and Local Authorities. In 2017, for the 
first time, in addition to the Public Law Entities, prizes were also awarded to private sector bodies. 
 
Waste and Circular economy 
 
Since November 2017, the EU Directive 2015/720 about reducing the consumption of lightweigh 
plastic bags was adopted by the National Legislation and the application of the law will start on July 
the 1st 2018. The Department of Environment organizes a two week campaign starting at 23 of June 
until 8 of July 2018, by promoting reusable bags. 
 
The Department of Environment leads a prevention program, for separate collection reduction and 
utilization of municipal waste. The project has been included in the Operational Programme 
"Competitiveness and Sustainable Development 2014-2020". 
The project is based on the provisions of the Municipal Waste Management Plan and the National 
waste prevention programs. It consists of actions designed to implement the “pay as you throw” and to 
promote and encourage waste prevention, reduction and separate collection in order to achieve high-
quality recycling, as required by the waste hierarchy as well as possible spot treatment in order to 
strengthen the principle of proximity. Alongside the project involves number of funding schemes for 
processing plants of separately collected waste and industries which will invest in the integration of 
the treated waste in the production process. Purpose of sponsoring projects is to strengthen the high-
tech processing of that waste and, as much as possible to preserve resources in Cyprus Republic thus 
reinforcing the principle of self-sufficiency and proximity. 
 
A second programe titled “Reduction scheme for municipal solid waste of seaside hotels and nearby 
related waste sites” has been included in the Operational Programme "Competitiveness and 
Sustainable Development 2014-2020". The program intends measures and rational management of 
solid municipal waste activities generated by hotels and almost similar relevant public waste sites (eg, 
restaurants, cafes and other tourist developments of the project area). The program aims to create 
adequate infrastructure for separate collection at source and collection of recyclable waste such as 
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paper, plastic, metal and glass and organic (kitchen and gardens / parks) waste of waste generated 
from the integration region at least 50%.  
 
The DoE participate also in number of projects as below: 
 

- «Life Know Waste» titled «Rethink (Reduce, Reuse, Recycle) LIFE13 INF/CY/000919. 
Awareness Campaign to Reduce, Reuse and Recycling in Cyprus" 
http://rethink.com.cy/en/campaign/campaign-rethink 
 

- DAIRIUS "Sustainable Management Expired Dairy products in Cyprus" - LIFE10 ENV / CY / 
000721 http://www.dairiusproject.com/ 
 

- «Lifeorganico» Revamping organic farming and its products in the context of climate change 
mitigation strategies - LIFE14 CCM/CY/000990 http://organikolife.com/en/objectives/ 
 

- «LIFE UrbanProof» Climate Proofing Urban Municipalities: LIFE15 CCA/CY/000086 
http://urbanproof.eu/en/ 

 

CZECH REPUBLIC 
On 24 June 2017, the Government approved by its Resolution No 531, the Rules for the 
implementation of a responsible approach in the public procurement and purchasing by the state and 
local governments. According to the resolution, the Ministry of the Environment developed the 
methodology* for environmentally responsible approach in the public procurement and purchasing by 
the state and local governments. In cooperation with the Minister of Labour and Social Affairs, 
working group for the implementation of a responsible approach in the public procurement and 
purchasing was created bringing together the representatives of the central and local governments.  

 
Since March 2016, the Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs governs the project “Support of the 
Implementation and Development of Socially Responsible Public Procurement”. Environmental 
aspects of public procurement is also one of its issue (the project is focused on large context of public 
procurement; except for environmental aspects, a large scale of other issues is also considered - ethical 
aspects, support of SME, social enterprises, lifelong training support and decent work conditions). The 
website http://sovz.cz/en/ was created with the aim to serve as a platform for available documents, 
guidance, experience and good practice sharing. In the frame of the project, international conferences 
are also organised (with the participation of EC, experts from GB). The Methodology for socially 
responsible approach in the public procurement and purchasing by the state and local governments 
was developed in the frame of the project. 
 
*The methodology (inspired by several international examples, mainly by French State Exemplarity 
Circulaire du 3 décembre 2008 relative ŕ l'exemplarité de l'Etat au regard du développement durable 
dans le fonctionnement de ses services et de ses établissements public and UK Greening Government 
Commitments) comprise in this moment 10 sheets for specific products or services containing:  

-        short description of negative impacts of production, use or end-of-life treatment of the product ;  

-        energy/finance savings potential of environmentally responsible solution;  

-        target for year 2020;  

-        management measures toward smarter and more environmentally responsible administration – 
avoiding buying of new products by procedures changing (paperless solutions, videoconferences), 
reuse and repair (furniture reusing, repairing of electronics equipment), sharing (fleet);  
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-        indicator(s), if relevant;  

-        recommended environmental characteristics of products and services (based on EU GPP criteria) 
and delivery condition (i.e. minimum of packaging materials);  

-        information on ecolabels for specific product categories. 

The methodology includes specific sheet for secondary raw materials use. The aim of it is to 
encourage public administration to prefer the products based entirely or partly on secondary raw 
materials. 

DENMARK 
 
• The Partnership on Green Public Procurement and the Forum on Sustainable Procurement are 

the Ministry of Environment and Foods’s two main initiatives on GPP: 
The Partnership on Green Public Procurement has 14 members and represents around 
20 per cent of the means spent on public procurement in Denmark. The Partnership is 
in the process of amending revised targets on procurements of “transport”, “building & 
construction”, and “food”. The revised target on food has been delayed but is expected 
to be approved over the summer. Revised targets on transport and building & 
construction are in the final work stages.  
The Forum on Sustainable Procurement is finalizing a working group on 
“environmentally friendly establishment and operation of green recreational areas”. This 
group is expected to finalize a practical guidance on their final meeting on the 14th of 
June. Additionally, a working group on “Sustainable procurement and the SDG’s” are 
planned to begin in August.  The latter group is expected to finalize a product for 
distribution ultimo 2018.   
 

 
• The two initiatives are driven by a secretariat, which changed consultants in March 2018. This 

means that the time since we met in Tallinn, mainly has been spent with completing and releasing 
the EU-tender material for the two year contract on the “Danish Secretariat for Green 
Procurement” (representing a value of approx. € 400,000). Additionally, the first couple of months 
have been designated to introduce the new consultant to the tasks.      
 

• Furthermore, we are awaiting clarification on the means allocated for GPP related projects. It’s a 
long political process that has been at a stand-still for quite a while. When the means are 
distributed we expect to be able to launch the following projects: 
- Continuation of a national task force aimed at helping public institutions (municipalities) 

implementing GPP in practice and to introduce existing tools and networks within GPP. The 
task force will have augmented focus on issues related to circular procurement. 

- Analysis of the financial and environmental consequences of green and/or circular 
procurement (a follow up analysis to the report on “the price for the public authorities’ green 
choices. See below) 

- Additional work on TCO’s. Preparing TCO’s for new areas, improving the existing, and 
ensuring communication about the tools available.  

 
• Report on “the price for the public authorities’ green choices”  

The Danish EPA has completed a report dealing with the widespread myth that green 
criteria always result in more expensive procurements. The report is a preliminary version 
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that will be further elaborated in 2019. The report analyzed 15 product groups – in 9 of 
the 15 product categories the green alternative proved to be competitive or cheaper than 
the conventional product; in two of the categories the green alternative proved slightly 
more expensive; and in four of the fifteen categories the green product alternative proved 
to be significantly more expensive. 

• Finalizing the SPP Regions project 
The Danish EPA has – together with the Capital Region – been engaged in a Horizon2020 
project focusing on sustainable public procurement in regions.  
 
The purpose of the project is greening the public procurement via establishing or 
developing regional networks for sustainable public procurement as hubs for capacity 
building, training, pilot projects etc. 
 
The Danish EPA has contributed with four tender models and a best practice report on 
Circular Procurement that was updated with cases in April.  
 
The Danish network established under the SPP regions project will be merged with the 
Forum on Sustainable Procurement. 
 
 

• New possible network on GPP in the Nordic 
In May The Danish EPA and the Danish consultancy PlanMiljø hosted a workshop with 
representatives from all the Nordic countries with the purpose of clarifying whether a 
Nordic GPP network could be established. The feedback was positive, and PlanMiljø will 
present the results to the Nordic Council of Ministers. 
 

• New structure and organization of the Danish EPA 
It has been decided that the Danish EPA will be relocated to underpin the government’s 
desire to place more public workplaces outside the capital area. Thus, from 2019 the 
Danish EPA will not be located in Copenhagen but in the city of Odense. The work on 
GPP stays within the Danish EPA’s portfolio of tasks, but there will be replacement of 
staff. 

FINLAND 
 
The national Competence centre for Sustainable and Innovative Public Procurement, KEINO, was 
established and started its work on 1st March 2018. The centre works as a network and consists of the 
following organisations: Motiva (co-ordinator), the Association of Local Authorities, the Technical 
research Institute VTT, the Finnish Environment Institute, the national Innovation Fund Sitra, the 
Fund for Innovation Business Finland, the Government purchasing body Hansel Ltd and the 
purchasing body for local authorities KL-Kuntahankinnat. 
 
The centre is funded by the Ministry of Economy and Employment, who steers the activities together 
with five other Ministries (Environment, Agriculture, Social and health, Transport and 
Communications and Finance) 
 
The centre has the following objectives 2018-2021: 
o Increase the number of innovative and sustainable procurements in Finland (5 % target for 
innovative procurement).  
o The strategic importance of public procurement will be recognised and more actively used as a 
management tool for generating impact. 
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o Contracting entities openly disseminate information on their own experiences and learn from 
one another. 
 
The work will focus on frontrunners and procuring entities with a will to change and the prioritized 
activities are: 
a) strategic management, measurement and impact assessment 
- setting strategic objectives 
- implementing tools for strategic management, for example roadmaps 

- measuring sustainable and innovative procurement on national, organizational and procurement 
levels. 

b) strong and influencing buyer groups 
- certain focus on sectors for growth: social- and healthcare services, smart transport, bio- and 

circular economy 
- procuring entities with common needs 
- piloting Green Deals for scaling up frontrunner GPP by bundling demand, making a model for 

functional procurement and impact assessment to be adopted in procurement of at least 3 PA:s. 
 

c) Change agents in all regions 
d) International co-operation, peer to peer exchange and concrete procurement co-operation in for 

instance test beds, transboundary joint market dialogues 

 

FRANCE 
 
Since the last GPP meeting, France has undertaken several endeavours pertaining to sustainable public 
procurements and has been pursuing other ongoing projects which I mentioned in my october 2017 
contribution. 
 
Engagements for green growth 
 
We are still working on the Engagements for green growth (« Engagements pour la croissance verte », 
ECV), the French « Green deals ». This series of agreements with professional sectors aim to develop 
greener production patterns and to support the implementation of a circular economy. 
 
So far, the engagements which address public procurements concern : 
 
- Inert construction waste 
- Plaster waste 
- Retreated pneumatic tyres for heavy goods vehicles 
- Flat glass 
- The development of a sustainable biofuels for aviation sector 
 
Each engagement contains its own specific actions, either recycling waste, developing a specific 
economic sector, or promoting the work of professionals. 
 
We are still working on the development of a training course for public buyers related to the ECVs 
pertaining to the construction sector. The training course will focus on the reuse of waste from  
building and public works’ construction sites. 
 
Imported deforestation 
 
After adopting its national climate plan last year, France has endeavoured to stop importing products 
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which contribute to deforestation. France is currently working on a national strategy against imported 
deforestation (stratégie nationale de lutte contre la déforestation importée, SNDI). 
 
We will, in short notice, start a three-week long public consultation about the national strategy. France 
is currently presiding the groupe of Signatory states of the Amsterdam declaration and the national 
strategy shall be unveiled shortly after the end of our presidency. 
 
We have commissioned a study on the impact of public procurement on deforestation. It should be 
delivered in december. 
 
 
Guide for public buyers 
 
In order to improve the efficiency of public buyers, and as requested in Prime minister’s august 2017 
road map, we are currently working on a guide for public buyers, aiming to help them integrate 
sustainable development in their tenders. It shall cover the definition of needs and the procurement 
methods and give an overview of the current legal tools and possibilities for developing sustainable 
public procurements. 
 
In accordance with the constitutional definition of sustainable development, the guide shall cover the 
social as well as environmental aspects of public procurements. 
 
It shall also adress the use of labels, the life cycle costs, the need to respect social and environmental 
obligations in order to be a candidate for a public tender, as well as other issues such as ethical 
considerations, equality between men and women, traceability, and checking the supply chain. 
  
The guide is being developed in close cooperation with the regional networks of public buyers and the 
direction of the state's purchases. 
 
Energetic rehabilitation of public buildings 

France has published in 2018 its plan for a national energetic rehabilitation of buildings. The 
government shall undertake a massive renovation of the state and local authorities' buildings on a 4,8 
billion euro-budget. 
 
Bioeconomy plan 
 
Also in 2018, France published  an action plan for a  bioeconomy strategy. Among other dispositions, 
it provides that the bio-sourced nature of products shall be taken into account in public tenders. We are 
currently working on this measure’s implementing decree which provides for the creation of a 
sustainable biobased products database.. 
 
The decree shall make it easier to systematically purchase biosourced products in statal 
administrations, as well as other public bodies such as hospitals or schools. The decree will need to be 
completed by government decisions establishing the minimal proportion of biosourced products for 
each  product category. The paintings should be the first products 
concerned. 
  
 
Road map for a circular economy 
 
In april, France published its road map for a circular economy, detailing a number of measures 
designed to facilitate a transition towards a greener, fully circular economy. 
 
Among other measures, the government commits itself to spur public administrations in including 
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circular economy in their tenders, and to allow  central contracting agencies to develop an offer using 
circular economy (buying second-hand products, taking service economy into account...) 
 
 Draft law on nourishment 
 
A law on food and nourishment is currently being debated in the parliament. Among other measures, it 
will introduce a 50 % compulsory proportion of quality or organic food (with a minimal proportion of 
20 % of organic food) in public canteens, notably in schools. 

Directive on the promotion of clean and energy-efficient road vehicles 
 
France is taking part to the revision of Directive 2009/33/EC on the promotion of clean and energy-
efficient road vehicles. 
 
Regarding the proposal made in december 2017 by the European commission, France's favors more 
ambitions measures than the one currently envisioned. The French position is that the circular 
economy and environmental factors should be taken into account for all vehicles purchased outside the 
obligations regarding the purchase of clean vehicles. 
 
France considers that all of the vehicle's life-cycle stages should be taken into account, and not be 
limited to the possession and use of said vehicle. 
 
According to a recent report from the World Health Organization, transport pollution is responsible for 
500,000 deaths in Europe. France hopes that these serious figures will enable Europe to catch up on 
the subject of populated vehicles in China. 
 
 
Life cycle cost 
 
France is currently developing a calculation tool regaring cleaning services and office desks. It should 
be finalized this autumn. 
 
Day of exchanges 
 
We plan to organize a day of exchanges on sustainable public procurement on October 22, 2018 in 
Paris. It could be an opportunity to announce new initiatives. 
 
Dear colleagues from the Commission and Member States GPP, we would be happy to see you in Paris 
and receive contributions from MPP representatives and foreign colleagues in general, who could give 
us examples of good practice and tell us about their experiences and national policies 
 

GERMANY 

Content 
1. Regulatory framework 

2. Support services 

3. Additional activities and initiatives 

 
1. Regulatory framework 
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* Adaptation of the procurement law at the sub-threshold level 

After the modernization of the legal framework governing public procurement above the EU 
thresholds, regulatory work in Germany has been focusing on regulations at the sub-threshold area: 
The Federal Government in close co-operation with the Länder has developed and introduced the new 
"Ordinance for the procurement of goods and services below the EU thresholds" (Vergabeordnung für 
die Vergabe öffentlicher Liefer- und Dienstleistungen unterhalb der EU-Schwellenwerte – UVgO); the 
ordinance has been published in the Federal Gazette. It clarifies and extends the options for 
Contracting Authorities to include sustainability criteria in their procurement processes and contains 
several significant references to strategic, including green public procurement. On federal level the 
UVgO has entered into force on 2 September 2017. Four out of 16 Länder have followed so far. We 
are expecting the adaption the remaining Länder over the next two years.  

 

* New Guide on the “Decree on the procurement of wood products”  

With the “Decree on the procurement of wood products”, the Federal Government promotes 
sustainable and legal forest management.  

The purpose of this guide is to supplement the current “Decree on the procurement of wood products” 
by providing the tendering public authorities with instructions or interpretation aids explaining the 
various possibilities for demonstrating the sustainability of wood products, as required in the 
procurement decree, and thus ensuring a common understanding of transport with regard to these 
procedures. The guide is intended above all to help present the various procedures and fundamental 
requirements for the so-called itemization, as an alternative procedure to product chain certification. 
At the same time, this gives the bidding companies clarity about the procedures used by the 
procurement authorities. 

2. Support services 
Competence Center for Sustainable Procurement (KNB) 

Review 

* Trainings & Events  

Trainings & Events of procurers on all federal levels were continued – in total with over 400 
participants. 

* Training and meeting of “contact persons” 

For all bodies of the federal government, the competence centre has one contact person. These contact 
persons have all been invited to trainings to promote sustainable public procurement. They started in 
2016, and continued in Bonn and Berlin in 2017. These events were very successful, the participants 
asked for continuation. The continuation is planned for 2018 as "follow-up events" in the sense of an 
"annual exchange of experiences". 

Outlook 

* Network Meeting on Federal Level on sustainable public procurement 2018 

For the 2nd time, at the end of Mai 2018 representatives of the federal and state governments will meet 
in Bonn for an exchange of views on prerequisites, experience and hurdles for the inclusion of 
sustainability aspects in public tenders. This state meeting is a chance for representatives of the several 
federal states to have an exchange of experiences and inform about possibilities for support. 

* Revision of the central Web-Portal 
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The central Web-Portal of the competence center will be revised and will prospectively be published 
in 2018.  

Competence Center for Innovative Procurement (KOINNO) 

The Competence Centre is managed by the non-profit Association for Supply Chain Management, 
Procurement and Logistics (BME) on behalf of the Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Energy. 
The Centre advises public institutions at all levels (federal and state authorities, cities, municipalities) 
in matters of innovative procurement.  

The objective of Koinno Consultancy is to increase the innovative strength of public procurement by 
providing consultancy services on innovative management (processes, strategy, organisation) and by 
consultancy services on innovative products itself. 

* Tools (in German) 

− LCC-Tool-Picker 
A selection aid for calculation of LCC 

− Toolbox 
The toolbox offers numerous useful tools, e.g. on the subject of award procedures, 
procurement strategy and project management. 

− Guidance document on Innovative Procurement 

Federal Environment Agency (UBA) 

Review 

* Revised broschure/flyer on GPP (in German) 
* New GPP-Guidelines: − tender recommendation for construction machines  (in German) − tender recommendation for gardening tools (in German) 

* New good practice examples for office furniture and chairs (in German) 

Outlook 

* New GPP-Guidelines: − tender recommendation for construction machines (in English) − tender recommendation for pedelecs (in German and English) − tender recommendation for interior colours (in German) − tender recommendation for computers/laptops (in German) 

* Publishing of brief expert report on “EMAS and GPP” (in German - Fall 2018) 
* Publishing of revised “Legal report on GPP” concerning procurement below EU-thresholds in 

Germany (in German - Fall 2018) 
* Publishing of revised training scripts “Legal basics” (script 1), “Use of Ecolabels” (script 2), “LCC” 

(script 3) (in German - Winter 2018) 
 
3. Additional activities and initiatives 
National Action Plan Sustainability 

* Measure 6f): Textiles − Goal: “50% sustainable procurement of textiles until 2020” − The “Guidance for procurement of sustainable textiles” is developed and was under 
examination/verification by lawyers (esp. due to the social aspects and their verification) − The “Multistep-plan for sustainable public procurement” is almost fully developed; next step: 
interdepartmental coordination and vote  
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Alliance for Sustainable Procurement  

The Alliance is chaired by the Federal Ministry of Economic Affairs and Energy 

The work continues in 2018 in several expert groups covering topics such as resource efficiency, 
standards and monitoring issues. The “Standards” expert group under the supervision of the German 
Environment Agency is developing guidance for the procurement of eco-socio-friendly textiles (see 
also below). 

Sustainability Compass (in German and English) 

The Compass informs and supports purchasers at all administrative levels to take greater account of 
social and ecological concerns in public procurement.  

 * Standards Comparison Tool 

For those responsible for procurement, standards and labels are important proof of socially and 
environmentally compatible production conditions. However, the ever-increasing number makes 
targeted use difficult. In the future, the standard comparison will make it easier for procurement 
managers to identify suitable standards and compare different quality marks (more). 

Procurement managers need to know which sustainability criteria they can incorporate into their tender 
documents and in what way. The Municipal Compass offers a product-specific overview with practical 
examples from other municipalities and a list of which companies can offer which products to specific 
sustainability standards. 

* sustainability aspects into the procurement process 

There are numerous possibilities for integrating sustainability aspects into the procurement process. 
The advice and explanations are based on core principles of sustainable procurement and can help to 
include social and environmental aspects systematically in a tendering procedure. 

*Best Practice Map 

The map shows which municipalities already contributed best practice documents to sustainability 

compass.  
 

HUNGARY 
 

With the aim of focusing on the promotion of sustainability in 2018, the Public Procurement Authority 
of Hungary has launched its programme titled “2018 - The Year of Sustainable Procurement”. 
 

• In the framework of the programme the Public Procurement Authority of Hungary organises 
conferences on green, social, innovative procurement and also on circular economy. The next 
SPP conference will take place on the 24 May 2018, in Budapest. The agenda will cover 
topics like LCC, labels, circular economy and universal design. 

• In order to disseminate best practices, the Authority established the Public Procurement Prize 
for the greenest, most innovative and most socially responsible public procurement procedure. 
The prize will be given to procurers of the three subject-matter categories: public works, 
supplies and services. The deadline for application is the end of October. 

• Furthermore, in 2018 the Authority will hand out a Sustainability Award for studies, papers 
and theses on sustainable public procurement and enables the publishing of the winners’ 
studies in the Hungarian Public Procurement Professional Journal.  Students and public 
procurement experts may apply for the award. 

• In order to raise awareness to the importance of green aspects, a micro site dedicated 
exclusively to the topic has been launched by the Authority: 
http://fenntarthato.kozbeszerzes.hu/. The website covers green, innovative and social 
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procurement and LCC calculation as well, by listing the latest and most important studies, 
brochures, guidance, best practice examples and useful links. 

• Furthermore, the Authority intends to adopt its own internal sustainable procurement policy 
this year. 

• Hungary holds the Presidency of the Visegrád Group in 2017-2018. As part of the official 
programme of the Presidency, the Authority organised a V4 Plus meeting on 20 March 2018 
in Budapest, with a session dedicated to sustainable procurement. 

 

ITALY 
 

 Activities on the GPP NAP and on the Minimum Environmental Criteria  

During the reference period, a new GPP National Action Plan has been drafted. The document, 
among others issue, underlines the role of the GPP in supporting circular economy and, to improve 
effective actions in fostering circular economy and a more sustainable consumption model, the plan 
establishes that each contracting authorities must have an environmental sustainability manager (or a 
team) with the role of proposing and cooperate to all the initiatives (educational, smart work, open day 
with suppliers…) to fostering these goals, involving also the pre-procurement and the post- 
procurement stage of the procurement procedure. The future training activities, scheduled also within 
the project “CreiamoPA” co-financed within the National Operative Programme Governance 2014 – 
2020 with the European Social Fund, shall address these topics and share the best practices. 
During the same reference period, the Minimum Environmental Criteria on “Street lighting service” 
(Ministerial Decree of the 28th March 2018) and on “Footwear and others leather products” 
(Ministerial Decree of the 17th May 2018) have been adopted. 
Furthermore the MEC on the following product groups are finalized or almost finalized: 

- “toner and ink jet cartridges supplies and service of collection and supply of cartridges” 

- “Catering service and food supplies” 

- “Printers supply and renting” (third revision); “managed print services” (new) 

and in progress:  
- roads planning, construction and maintenance (new Product Group (PG); 
- waste management (collection, transport, street sweeping); 
- gardening service and maintenance (first revision); 
- detergents, first revision (already defined) and cleaning service/sanitary service for hospital (first 
revision); 
- industrial laundry service (new PG); 
- transport (vehicles and services), first revision (internal meetings); 
- PC desktop and laptop, thin client  (internal meetings). 
 

 GPP compulsory: effects and activities at central and at local level. 

The mandatory application of MECs is under consolidating, but not without difficulties: the 
complexity of procedures, the lack of knowledge of the MEC, the complexity for public buyers in 
verifying compliance on environmental requirements, the immovability of the economic operators in 
producing the means of proof provided by the MECs during the bidding phase especially where the 
tender refers to a wide range of products of the same category (such as uniforms that are composed of 
several textiles articles)  or the amount of the tender value is not hight (the obligation refers to all the 
categories of products, services and works in which MEC are adopted regardless of their value), the 
lack of effective monitoring. 
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To overcome these obstacles, training and information activities are scheduled and technical assistance 
that shall be provided within the project “CreiamoPA” co-financed within the National Operative 
Programme Governance 2014 – 2020 within European Social Fund (European Structural & 
Investment Funds). 
 
These activities are functional also to put in place the aim of the agreement subscribed by the Ministry 
of Environment and the Regions (to ensure greater uniformity in the levels of experience and expertise 
in the field of sustainable procurement at local level both for CA and suppliers, also sharing the best 
practices conducted within the regional GPP action plans). 
 
A survey to inform the economic operators about the MECs and to try to obtain their point of view 
shall start soon; this activity is linked to an agreement subscribed by the Ministry of Environment and 
the Association of chambers of commerce. 
 
If surely the mandatory application of MEC is a great instrument to boost an economy and a 
sustainable growth, a change of approach is necessary, a real cultural leap from both the contracting 
authorities side and the companies. 
 
The initiatives referred above go in this direction. In fact, they propose to train and qualify public 
structures and economic operators to adequately address the innovative, cultural, social and economic 
challenges related to green purchases. This, however, is not enough, it is necessary to simplify the 
MECs of some PGs, because they were defined when their application was voluntary based. 
 
About the monitoring on the application of the MECs, last march has been subscribed an agreement 
between the Ministry of Environment and the National Anticorruption Agency, in charge under the 
Legislative Decree n. 56/2017 amending the Legislative Decree n. 50/2016 on public procurement and 
concession to make this activity. The technical activities are started recently and will be reported in the 
next GPP AG. 
 

MALTA 
 

‘Since October 2017, the Ministry for the Environment Sustainable Development and Climate Change 
(MESDC) has trained 234 procurement officials across different Ministries, on the obligations and 
new measures that the second National Action plan will introduce for Contracting Authorities. 
 
In relation to the Second National Action Plan, consultations with various stakeholders and Ministries 
are also currently in progress. Moreover, the MESDC is working on a new GPP monitoring system to 
facilitate reporting on a weekly basis. 
 
MESDC together with the Department of Contracts is aiming to integrate GPP into its national e-
procurement system. This enhancement will not let Contracting Authorities publish tenders without 
answering a set of mandatory GPP questions.’ 
 

PORTUGAL 
 
The Portuguese national strategy for GPP (ENCPE 2020) was approved by Resolution of the Council 
of Ministers No. 38/2016 of 29 July. This strategy defines more precisely its scope, intending to have a 
broader and effective impact from the previous strategy, covering more acquisition procedures and 
thus potentiating its effect. 
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GPP criteria are developed at the national level on the basis of national and European studies on GPP 
criteria and products, taking into account Portugal’s environmental objectives such as reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions.  In terms of targets for GPP, the 2020 National Strategy had set the 
objective of reaching 60% of contracts by 2020, which included environmental criteria as well as 60% 
of procurement value. 
  
The environmental criteria for twenty-one product groups constitute the main tools for the purposes of 
meeting the objectives of the strategy. Among these twenty-one groups, the priority is defining criteria 
for office buildings, imaging equipment, electrical and electronic equipment used in the health care 
sector, street lighting and traffic signals, copying and graphic paper, food and catering services and 
transport, which represent an important volume in national public procurement. 
  
These groups have representatives from different sectors (government, universities, industry, research 
laboratories…) and have mensal meetings. At the moment, they have almost finished the criteria 
analysis. After that, there will be a public consultation and, finally, it will be produced a manual for 
contracting authorities. 
  
Additionally, ENCPE 2020 previews dissemination and training sessions. The last one occurred in 
February, with presentation of the ENCPE national website (https://encpe.apambiente.pt/) were 
several invited authorities were present, including the Joint Research Center. 
 
Agência Portuguesa do Ambiente, DGA/DGQA, 8 June 2018  

SLOVAKIA 
 

1. In March 2018, the Institute for Environmental Policy, analytical unit of the Ministry of 
Environment of the Slovak Republic (MoE), has published a short analytical study about the 
GPP (available in Slovak language on this website). The study showed that the total cost of 
green public procurement of paper, computers and passenger cars might not be higher for the 
state. The availability of an ecological alternative of products mentioned above was good. 
Notebooks already nowadays meet the environmental standards so the room for tightening the 
criteria was identified. Concerning the ecological copying and graphic paper, the study found 
out that the average market price is even lower than the classical chlorine bleached paper. 
With „eco-cars“ (hybrids, electromobiles, plug-in hybrids), the purchase price is still much 
higher, however the costs of operation are much lower. With technological advances, the 
green purchase of passenger cars will become more and more economically viable. The study 
concluded that the Slovak market is ready to expand the GPP of these products. The study also 
pointed out that for the efficient functioning and transparency of the GPP, it is necessary to 
improve the contracting authorities‘ GPP awareness, to simplify the procurement process and 
to improve the data record. 

2. Based on the study of the Institute for Environmental Policy, the MoE revised its internal 
regulation for the public procurement and introduced the obligatory GPP of these products in 
its public procurement procedures.  

3. More intense communication and cooperation between the MoE and the Slovak Environment 
Agency (SEA) on one side and the Office for Public Procurement (OPP) on the other side led 
to the establishment of informal working group where the main challenges and ways how to 
improve the GPP uptake are being discussed. 

4. In March and April 2018, the monitoring of the GPP was running through the online 
questionnaire. Monitoring focused on all government levels and all financial limits in 12 
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priority product groups (Copying and graphic paper; Computer and monitors; Imaging 
equipment; Cleaning products and services; Food and catering services; Transport; Furniture; 
Textiles; Electricity; Office Building Design, Construction and Management; Road Design, 
Construction and Maintenance; Street lighting). The results of the monitoring will be 
published towards the end of June 2018. The Minister of Environment will report to the 
government on the state of the implementation of the National Action Plan for GPP for 2016-
2020 in the reference year 2017. 

5. In 2018, 4 GPP seminars for contracting authorities in 4 regional cities are being organized 
with the presence of SEA, MoE and OPP representatives. In general, programme of seminars 
is focused on the legislation related to the GPP, EU GPP criteria, LCC, role of other voluntary 
tools of environmental policy such as Ecolabelling and EMAS in GPP. Participants are also 
provided with good practices examples. In addition to 4 GPP seminars in regional cities, 1 
special training for the MoE employees dealing with public procurement will take place.  

6. SEA provides information on GPP on its website and runs GPP helpdesk. 
 

SLOVENIA 
- New Decree on GPP is adopted and in operation since 1.1.2018 
Additional info here 
 

SPAIN 
 
Implementation of the second GPP plan in the Central Administration 

 
Firstly, the Spanish Council of Ministers has approved the creation of the body that will develop the 
second GPP plan. This regulation has been published in the official journal (BOE). All Departments in 
the Central Administration participate in this body. 
http://www.boe.es/boe/dias/2018/01/22/pdfs/BOE-A-2018-750.pdf 
 
Secondly, referring to the second GPP plan, a first draft was sent to all Departments in the Central 
Administration and received many comments that have been included in the text. A second draft was 
published in order to receive comments from the private sector, NGOs and all kind of agents that 
could be interested. The Departments are analyzing these comments and trying to integrate them in the 
GPP plan, our main goal is being to achieve the commitment of the agents involved in the 
implementation of the plan.  
After this process, we will look for the agreement of the body mentioned in the previous paragraph. In 
addition, the GPP plan must be approved by the Council of Ministers and published in the official 
journal.  

 
Handbook of good practices in official publications. 
In July, a working team in the Central Administration (supported by the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Fisheries, Food and Environment) will have a technical meeting for the promotion of eco-publishing 
and green public procurement in the field of official publications. The private sector is also going to 
attend to this meeting, which will result in a first draft of the handbook of good practices. 
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SWEDEN 

The National Agency for Public Procurement in Sweden have published a number of new and updated 
GPP criteria: 

• New criteria on computers and monitors, incl. services for upgrading and re-use of computers. 
• New criteria on disposable textiles used in the health care sector. 
• New criteria on disposable gloves used in the health care sector. 
• Updates on criteria for toys and hobby material.  
• Updates on criteria for textiles. 

 
We are in the final phase of development of the following set of criteria: 

• New GPP criteria for public baths. 
• New criteria for medical consumption products: infusion aggregates, endotracheal tubes, 

catheters. 
• Update of criteria for pharmaceuticals 
• Update of criteria for indoor lighting 

 
We have held many capacity-building seminars for procurement professionals as well as suppliers. For 
example, we have completed 14 capacity-building seminars regarding the usage of GPP criteria for 
food, reaching 250 professionals from the public sector and suppliers. Also, we have completed 20 
seminars regarding criteria on hazardous substances in procurement, reaching about 750 professionals 
from the public sector. We have completed 4 seminars on procurement of public lighting in an LCC-
perspective. 
 
We are in the process of publishing a description of the environmental impact of public purchasing in 
Swedish municipalities. This estimate is based on a spend analysis with an integrated environmental 
input/output-study. We are also testing spend analysis with an integrated LCA as a tool to analyse 
purchasing in two Swedish municipalities. 
 

NORWAY 
 
Legislation 
The EU-Directives for public procurement were implemented in Norway 1. January 2017. According 
to the new Public Procurement Act, central, regional and local public authorities and bodies governed 
by public law must develop and maintain an overall procurement policy which aims to reduce adverse 
environmental effects and promote climate friendly solutions, where relevant. This should be done by 
assessing the environmental life cycle costs of the procurement. 
The Act also makes it mandatory for contracting authorities to establish adequate routines to promote 
respect for basic human rights in procurements where there is a risk of breach on such rights. 
 
Furthermore, the Act includes a provision on the use of apprentices by suppliers. When evaluating the 
tenders the public authorities must also consider to use an environmental award criterion with 30% 
weight. 
 
Guidance and GPP 
The government has allocated extra recourses to establish a program for guidance on GPP, and Difi 
(The Agency for Public management and e-Government) is responsible to organise and run this 
program. Our aim is to make it easy and preferable to choose green procurements, so that we in the 
next turn reduce CO2 emissions and environmental impact from PP. 
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Earlier surveys tell us that it can be challenging for both procurers and environmental advisers to know 
when and how to ask for green products. Their feedback on the needs for guidance include: 

• Guidance related to the most important procurement categories. What is most important, and 
what will contribute most.  

• Ready-to-use criteria for use in tender documents, evaluation and in contracts 
• Advice on how to evaluate. 
• Best-practice-examples of GPP and exchanging experience with other procurers.  
• Tools, for example for calculating LCC and climate effects of the products.  
• Guidance on the use of green labels. 

 
A team consisting of 10 people with different professional backgrounds works with various topics 
within GPP to cover public procurers needs, including: Developing guidance and new criteria, life 
cycle analysis of environmental indicators, monitoring of GPP, estimation of environmental and 
climate effects of GPP, and tools and manuals for procurers to use on Difi’s webpage. 
 
Status for our work, May 2018:  

• A user-friendly digital tool where procurers can find relevant criteria is launched – the SPP 
Criteria Guide; https://kriterieveiviseren.difi.no/ This also includes good examples and other 
important guidance.  
 

• We have developed new criteria on light vehicles, total enterprises and engineering which 
were launched together with the SPP Criteria Guide in March 2018. We are in the process of 
developing new criteria on transport in waste management, IT-equipment and Food and 
Catering, which will be launched during fall 2018. In additions, we are in the early stage of 
developing criteria on waste free construction sites, furniture’s and textiles which will be 
launched during spring 2019.  
 

• We have completed a pilot on a new competence building program which is based on dialogue 
between procurers and suppliers related to public transport (buses). A new pilot on Building 
and Construction is in progress with start-up in early May 2018.  
 

• We have defined 10 best practise examples of green public procurement within different 
categories and conducted socioeconomic analysis of those for sharing and inspiration.  
 

• A new developed generic tool on LCC and a tool for planning and monitoring was launched 
together with the SPP Criteria Guide in March 2018. We have also finished our updated 
guidance on use of ecolabels in public procurements. 
 

• We have started a project on developing guidance on Circular PP to be published on our 
websites, and established a cooperation with a local government where the aim is to run pilots, 
share knowledge and competence on circular procurement. 

Monitoring  
Establishing systems for monitoring GPP is vital to Difi in order to understand the extent and effects 
of GPP. We are overseeing and produce results from the monitoring of GPP in different sectors, such 
as transport and construction and buildings. 
 
We have multiple goals in terms of monitoring of GPP: (1) to measure the extent of GPP today and in 
the future, (2) measure how mature public authorities and bodies are in terms of environmental 
strategies and management, and (3) estimate the effects of the GPP on greenhouse gas emissions and 
other relevant environmental indicators. 
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The first goal (1) will be achieved using several different strategies that have different coverage over 
procurements: questionnaires for procurers on Doffin (the official tender/award database on web), the 
use of criteria and guidance from Difi’s webpage, and automatic monitoring of information in tenders 
on Doffin regarding GPP criteria. 
 
The second goal (2) may be achieved through questionnaires (e.g. on Doffin) and through seminars 
that Difi hosts (we are e.g. running a competence building program which is based on dialogue 
between procurers and suppliers related to a specific procurement, where we ask both parties questions 
on GPP). 
 
The third goal (3) is planned to be achieved using simple calculations at first, only focusing on CO2 
emissions or energy use during product use.  This will be done on pilot projects in prioritized sectors, 
and will use some of the developed criteria as indicators. 
 
Together, these initiatives will produce statistics and allow us to monitor the extent, effects and 
potential for GPP. We are currently working on developing the criteria and anchor the indicators to 
national environmental and climate goals. With this, and with time, we may be able to estimate how 
GPP is contributing to achieve national goals, and we plan on continuously updating the criteria so 
that they align with national ambitions. 
 

SWITZERLAND 
 
In general: 
A working group on sustainable procurement mandated by the federal procurement commission has 
taken up its work. It involves the central procurement departments, the Coordination Conference for 
Public Sector Construction and Property Services, the secretariat of the federal procurement 
commission, the Swiss Union of Cities, two representatives from cantons, the Swiss post, State 
Secretariat for Economic Affairs as well as the federal office for the environment. The latter has the 
lead with its specialized service in green public procurement. 
 
The group elaborated a set of guiding principles for a sustainable public procurement of good and 
services based on the ISO standard 20400. The principles are now submitted to the federal 
procurement commission and we await their approval. 
 
In planning is: 

• a one day formation on sustainable procurement, that should be held in future twice a year 
• a relevance matrix for the major product categories as proposed in the ISO standard 20400 and 

based on the sustainable procurement priorisation tool first developed by defra and BAFU in 
2010 

• the creation of a one-stop-shop for sustainable public procurement (as a succession to the 
swiss sustainability compass)  

 
The national research program 73 "Sustainable Economy: resource-friendly, future-oriented, 
innovative" aims to generate scientific knowledge about a sustainable economy that uses natural 
resources sparingly, creates welfare and increases the competitiveness of the Swiss economy. A 
project on sustainable public procurement aims to develop effective criteria for sustainable 
procurement based on existing bidding data and taking into consideration various sustainability 
indicators. 
 
Regulatory framework 
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The Federal Act on Public Procurement is still under revision. The national council currently discusses 
it. The law should be more open for sustainable procurement. 
 
Ongoing work of the ecological public procurement service 
The ecological public procurement service is about to issue a new guidance for the procurement of 
textiles and wood products. A guidance for food and catering services is in planning. 
The standards for IT procurement are under revision. 
 
The report on the federal sustainable procurement monitoring 2017 is about to be finished. In the 
construction sector 99% of the tenders considered criteria on sustainability. For goods (textiles, paper 
and print media, cleaning products, cars, IT and furniture) 17 out of 22 tenders considered ecological 
criteria (selection criteria, TS, award criteria).   
 
The service participated in four training sessions for procurers with 100 participants in total to explain 
the basic aspects of sustainable procurement.  
 
The yearly national one-day conference in January looked into the potential of sustainable 
procurement to promote innovations. 
 

European Environmental Bureau - EEB 
 
EEB input to GPP criteria development processes 
 

• EEB comments on draft criteria for Cleaning Services (Nov 2017), Data Centres (Dec 2017),  
Public Space Maintenance (Jan 2018),  Transport (March 2018), Food and Catering Services 
(March 2018) and Road lighting and Traffic signals (May 2018). 

 
EEB contribution towards an EU Product Policy Framework contributing to the circular economy 
 

• Launch of the coordination group for the EU Circular Stakeholder Platform and the Task 
Force on Digitilisation by the European Policy Centre (Nov 2017); 

• Input to EU Council Conclusions on Eco-Innovation and Circular Economy prepared by the 
Estonian Presidency; 

• Launch event of the Austrian Circular Economy Stakeholder Platform with around 200 
participants in Vienna (21 March); 

• Publication of an EEB discussion paper on the Product Environmental Footprint (PEF) – An 
overview on what PEF can deliver and what not, its potential use for GPP as well as on a more 
coherent EU Product Policy Framework contributing to a Circular Economy. Presentations 
and panel contributions to the Final Conference of the EU Product Environmental Footprint 
(PEF) Pilot Phase ; 

• Publication of Briefing towards an EU Product Policy Framework contributing to the Circular 
Economy (February 2018); 

• EEB Working Group Meetings on Circular Economy in Brussels (15-17 May). Ongoing 
discussion with EEB coolproducts, ecoproducts & waste working group members dealing with 
the implementation of the EU Circular Economy Action Plan and complementary policy 
measures regarding their engagement on GPP policies at national level, notably in Italy. 

 
EEB input to the EU NGO Network on Green Public Procurement 
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• Update the network on EU GPP criteria development processes and contributions provided by 
EEB, as well as relevant resources and events to advance the implementation of GPP. Prepare 
and help the setting of the NGO network event on 23/05 with ICLEI (EEB being represented 
by Italian member in this meeting). 

 


